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course of his practice has performed more than three thou-
sand successful operations for cataract without accepting
a single penny-piece by way of remuneration.
True, the patients of this royal physician are nearly all
of them poor people, and it is for their benefit that he has
converted one of his castles into an ophthalmic hospital,
and another palace into a species of convalescent home and
resort, where poor gentlefolk and government servants with
inadequate means can spend a couple of weeks in the coun-
try free of all cost.
It is difficult to refrain from a deep degree of sympathy
for this so brilliant and accomplished Archduchess Maria-
Theresa, whose character is best illustrated by the fact that
she is literally worshipped by her grown-up step-children.
The sudden death of her husband was not only a cruel be-
reavement, but was also the destruction of great and much-
cherished ambitions.
Through the death of Crown Prince Rudolph, her hus-
band, as next brother to Emperor Francis-Joseph, became
heir to the throne, and owing to the refusal of Em-
press Elizabeth to take any part whatsoever in court life,
the archduchess was from that moment, to all intents and
purposes, the "first lady in the land." It was she who
presided at all court ceremonies and official functions, who
received the presentations, and who filled the post of em-
press alike at Vienna and at Pesth. Her husband was en-
tirely swayed by her, and completely subject to her influence,
and it is notorious that she looked for the day when,
through his accession to the throne, she would become the
virtual ruler of the great dual empire, and be in a position
to inaugurate all sorts of political ideas, peculiar to herself,
notably in connection with a reversal of Austria's present
foreign policy. She has never made any secret of her dis-

